IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend claims 1, 5 and 8 as follows. 



1. (Currently Amended) A method for load balancing in a link aggregation 
environment, with multiple ports of a network switch links between devices being 
trunked togettier to form a single logical link, comprising the steps of: 

determining if a packet flow in a network switch exceeds a predetermined 
threshold; 

determining if\aia^acket flow is a candidate for link switching from a first port 
link to a second pW fok^sof sdid multiple ports links, when said packet flow exceeds said 
predetermined threshot 

switching at least a portihn of said packet flow from said first port link to said 
second port link if said packet flow redetermined to be a candidate for link switching. 

2. (Previously Presented) A m^hod for load balancing in a link aggregation 
environment comprising the steps of: 

determining if a packet flow in a J^^etwork switch exceeds a predetermined 
threshold; 

determining if said packet flow is a candidatk for link switching from a first link to 
a second link if said packet flow exceeds said predeteraiined threshold ; and 

switching said packet flow from said first link t\ said second link if said packet 
flow is determined to be a candidate for link switching; 
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wherein said step of determining if said packet flow is a candidate for link 
switchingj^ further comprises the steps of: 

determining if a first packet in said packet flow is larger than a second packet in 
said packet floW; and 

determining^if a transmitting queue depth is sufficient to receive said second 
packet in the packet fl^w. 

3. (Original) The method as recited in claim 2, wherein said step of determining if 
a transmitting queue depth ik sufficient to receive said second packet further comprises 
the step of determining if a queue depth at said first link plus a number of bits in a current 
packet is greater than a queue deptX at said second link. 

4. (Currently Amended) The niMhod as recited in claim 1, wherein said switching 
step further comprises the step of updating a rules table to reflect said switching of said 
packet flow to said second port fok. \ 

5. (Currently Amended) A method fot load balancing in a link aggregation 
environment, with multiple ports of a networkXswitch links betwe e n devices being 
trunked together to form a single logical link, comprising the steps of: 

determining a length of a first frame and a lengtti of a second frame entering the 
link aggregation environment; \ 

determining a flow rate of said first frame and said second frame entering the link 
aggregation environment; \ 
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d)etermining if said flow rate exceeds a predetermined flow rate threshold; 
detarmining if said first frame and said second frame are candidates for link 
switching; an^ 

switchings a transmission link for at least a portion of a packet flow for the flow 
rate for said second frame from a first transmission port link to a second transmission 
port Wftk, of said multtple ports feks. 

6. (Previously Presented) A method for load balancing in a link aggregation 
environment comprising th^steps of: 

determining a length oTf a first frame and a length of a second frame entering the 
link aggregation environment; \ 

determining a flow rate of \aid first frame and said second frame entering the link 
aggregation environment; \ 

determining if said flow rate exceeds a predetermined flow rate threshold; 

determining if said first frame and said second frame are candidates for link 
switching; and \ 

switching a transmission link for saidVecond frame from a first transmission link 
to a second transmission link; \ 

wherein said step of determining if said iirst frame and said second frame are 
candidates for link switching further comprises the stfeps of: 

determining if a Hnk switching value has exceeded a predetermined link switching 
threshold; \ 
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^termining if said first frame entering the environment is larger than said second 
frame entering the environment; and 

determining if a transmitting queue depth of said second transmission link is 
sufficient to receive said second frame switched to said second link. 



7, (Currentl\ Amended) The method as recited in claim 5, wherein said step of 
switching a transmissiVi link for said second frame further comprises the steps of: 

selecting said secotad transmission port link; 

switching at least \ portion of a packet transmission flow to said second 
transmission port Mnk; and 

updating a rules logic to reflect said switch. 

8. (Currently Amended) lA method for switching a packet flow from a first port 
liftk to a second port iink, with tlje first and second ports iinks being multiple ports iinks 
between devices being trunked toie^er to form a single logical link, in a network switch, 
comprising the steps of: 

determining if the packet fldkv is a candidate for link switching; and 

cf the packet flow from the first port link to the second 



switching at least a portion 
port fak. 



9. (PreviousiXPresented) A method for switching a packet flow from a first link 
Q/^a second link network\witch comprising the steps of: 

determining if the pacR^ flow is a candidate for link switching; and 
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switching the packet flow from the first Hnk to the second link; 
whWein said determining step further comprises the steps of: 
determining if a switching frequency is below a predetermined threshold; 
determming if a first frame in the packet flow is larger than a second frame in the 
packet flow; and\ 

determining Y a transmitting queue depth of the second link is sufficient to receive 
said second frame. \ 

10. (Original) TheViethod as recited in claim 9, wherein said step of determining 
if a first frame in the packet Ww is larger than a second frame in the packet flow further 
comprises the steps of: \ 

counting a number of bits m said first frame; 
counting a number of bits in\aid second frame; 

comparing said number of bik in said first frame plus a number of bits in a 
preamble to said number of bits in said second frame; and 

determining if said first frame is \arger than said second frame based on the 
comparison. \ 

1 1 . (Original) The method as recited in oJaim 9, wherein said step of determining 

if a transmitting queue depth of the second link isVufficient to receive said second frame 

\ r^' 

further comprises the step of comparing a queue demh of the first link plus a number of 
bits in the second frame to a queue depth of the second\ink. 



6 



(09/528,167) 



